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The Journal of the Australian teachers who served in Papua New Guinea in
the Royal Australian Army Educational Corps from 1966 to 1973.

Editorial Team: Greg Ivey (Contact: iveygj@ gmail.com)
Ian Ogston (Contact: ozoggies @hotmail.com)

Hello All,

We do not usually publish an Armi Wantoks Journal at this time of year.
There have been, however, a variety of activities occurring that you may be
interested in. These include the visit to Queensland by Tristan Moss (A.N.U.
Ph.D student), the Chalkies participation in the Brisbane march on ANZAC
Day and some significant initiatives by Terry Edwinsmith. As well, we
would like to include excerpts from an article from the “Townsville Herald’
in 1969 in which the work of Chalkies in PNG is mentioned (and lauded) by
the then Minister for the Army, Phillip Lynch. This article was kept by Greg
and we are sure you will see why it was kept and why it is important to us.

TERRY EDWINSMITH AND THE BLOG SITE
‘PNGATTITUDE”.

Earlier this year, Terry (pictured) submitted an article to this blog site and it
was printed along with a wide range of other pieces about PNG. What was



interesting were the comments that came back to the site. One in particular
caught our eye. It was written by Colonel Reginald Renagi who was
formerly a Chief of Staff of the PNG Defence Force. I have copied this out
for you to read below>

“I always salute the Australian Army Chalkies for their dedication and
commitment to training the officers and men of the PNG Defence Force
since the 1960s into the late 1980s.

I remember some good Aussi Chalkie mates who have since gone ‘pinis’ to
that great land down under and have now retired to a quieter life.

Thank you Chalkies for your services to the PNGDF. You are one of a kind
and we will always remember you in PNG.””

This is a remarkable statement of appreciation for our work up in PNG. As
teachers we always wonder about the impact of our work and this is an
affirmation of the effects and importance of our time in PNG. Our thanks go
to Colonel Renagi for this and also Terry who initiated this response.

Terry Edwinsmith

For those interested in the blog site ‘PNG Attitude’ the simplest way to find
it is to Google it.




VISIT TO BRISBANE BY TRISTAN MOSS

We were very pleased to welcome Tristan to Brisbane in early May. He was
very appreciative of the Chalkies who were available to be interviewed by
him. A special thanks to those who made the journey to Ocean View for the
interviews.

Terry was able to assist Tristan with interviews, trips to the University of
Queensland and accommodation over his last couple of days in the city.

I have included below, a few photos from the visit.
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With Richard Boddington

With Terry Edwinsmith and

Kevin Smith

ANZAC DAY 2011

Chalkies again turned up in numbers to support the PNG Ex-Servicemen’s

Association (PIB/NGIB/HQ/PIR) at the Brisbane ANZAC Day march. The

following (next page) are a number of photos of the marchers provided by

Richard Boddington and Kev Horton of the parade.

Photo 1: Chalkies led by President Frank Wust and banner carriers, Noel
and Ian Wust. Photo 2: John Dark, Richard Boddington, Ian Ogston and

Kev Horton



pAPUAN « NEW Clingg . 1947
& e /ff &’5' P




EXTRACTS FROM A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
FROM THE ‘TOWNSVILLE HERALD’
AUGUST 1969

The following article was kept by Greg Ivey from his time in Townsville
prior to being sent to PNG... The information was provided to the
newspaper by the Minister for the Army at the time, Phillip Lynch. Note
especially the last couple of paragraphs.

“One of the most important tasks of the Australian Army is to assist the
development of an effective indigenous military force in New Guinea. Some
Communist nations within the United Nations have levelled criticism at
Australia’s defence activities within the Territory. That this criticism is
unfounded is clear when we realise the purpose of the Pacific Islands
Regiment as an essential part of the Australian Government’s general
blueprint of guidance for self-determination.

I have visited Australian Army units and installations throughout the
Territory and was particularly impressed with the evident progress of the
Pacific Islands Regiment.

(Australians may not be) .. aware of the two established infantry battalions
of the PIR and the job they are doing for the Territory not only in their
training as a defence force but in carrying out community development tasks
in the course of their regular patrolling.

To provide the force with permanent accommodation and training
establishments throughout the Territory, a $40 million building program has
almost been completed.

The current basic roles of the Army in the Territory may be summed up as:

- to build an efficient national Army constituted of indigenes and capable of
playing a vital role in the defence of PNG

- to provide for the future a well-disciplined, stable and reliable indigenous
force completely loyal to the administration or government of PNG.

Preparation for the first role naturally includes the normal military training
one would expect in infantry battalions and, in addition, units undertake
regular patrols into most parts of the Territory.



The second role, however, is particularly interesting in its training aspect.
The key words are ‘loyal’, ‘well-disciplined’, ‘stable’ and ‘reliable’.
Emphasis is placed on loyalty to the legally constituted authority. This is
implicit in the Australian Government’s aim of developing the Territory a
sound political structure in which the Public Service, the Constabulary and
the Army have all been thoroughly trained in the concept of subordination
to the legally constituted democratic government.

The Army in the Territory is putting forth a heavy education effort with a
dual purpose - to assist the provision of trained and educated manpower by
broadening the soldiers’ educational base and to assist in promotion of those
characteristics and beliefs which are considered essential to the
development of a loyal and disciplined Army in a modern democratic
society.

To this end, formal education in English, Arithmetic, Science and Social
Studies is given; while each soldier attends lectures and participates in
group discussions on civics and ethics.

Soldiers are encouraged to develop a pride in the history and the unique
culture of the Territory, and an understanding of its present institutions and
its development towards the goal of a modern self-governing nation.
Through the efforts of the Royal Australian Educational Corps, social
training and general education are now receiving attention comparable
to that given to soldiering.

The educational work is being carried out by a team of 60 Australian
Army teachers. Their work is most impressive and their work deserves
special recognition.

It is worth noting that two-thirds of the teachers are National
Servicemen who, after basic military training, are primarily concerned
with education duties with the Army in New Guinea, concurrently with
their own continuation of training.” *

(The article goes on to discuss the civic action work of the Army. Quite a
number of you were involved in this and may be interested in this part of the
clipping. Contact Greg or me if you want a full copy of the article.)

* My emphasis






