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------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Newsletter of the Army Teachers who served in Papua New Guinea 1966 -1973 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EDITORIAL 

Welcome to 2018 and I trust you are all looking forward to a very good year. 

Before I get into the details of this Newsletter, I need to give an 

explanation/apology for failing to get a report out to you at our excellent 

Reunion at the end of last year. My wife and I returned home after the 

Reunion to a scene of considerable destruction at our house after a severe hail 

and wind storm went through our area. Management of insurance people, 

tradesmen and others took most of my time and the Newsletter had to be put 

on hold. Then, of course, I was run over by the Christmas festivities. 

All is well now and life has returned to a semblance of normality. 

See photo below. 

CHALKIE 

NEWSLETTER 
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 Our storm-smashed front gate  

 

In this issue of the Newsletter, I should like to rectify the omission of a report 

on the Reunion at the end of October last year and to also publish Darryl 

Dymock’s excellent speech from that Reunion Dinner. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MELBOURNE REUNION 2017 

At the end of October, a very large number of Chalkies and partners assembled 

in Melbourne for our national reunion. At the main event, the Reunion Dinner 

at the Mail Exchange Hotel, an excellent crowd of nearly 60 people 

participated in a very pleasant evening.  

This evening and the other events of the Reunion program were a tribute to 

the hard work and attention to detail by Russell Jenkin and his team. 

Russell, we cannot thank you enough for initiating this fine Reunion. 

The Reunion began with the Meet and Greet at the now legendary Young and 

Jackson’s Hotel. This was attended by a good crowd and was characterised by 

the excited hum of conversation as old acquaintances were renewed and life 

stories told. I have now met Chloe and that was an experience!! 

What gathering in Melbourne would be complete without a visit to the MCG? 

We were delighted that Geoff Fifer, an ex-Chalkie and Melbourne Cricket Club 

member was able to be our personal guide through this major structure. 
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GEOFF FIFER GUIDES US THROUGH THE ‘G’
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Visit to the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 

 

Reunion Dinner at the Mail Exchange Hotel 

 

Russell Jenkin introduces Darryl Dymock. 
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Lt. Colonel Anita Rynne brings us up to date with the current activities of the 

RAAEC. 

 

Darryl Dymock entertains 

us with a fine speech at the dinner. 
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Ian Ogston 

and Terry Edwinsmith (rather colourfully!) have their say. 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT AT FEDERATION SQUARE 

 Recounting 

old times at ‘Time Out’ restaurant in Federation Square. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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LT COL ANITA RYNNE, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARMY EDUCATIONAL CORPS 

The Chalkies group was delighted to have Lt Col Rynne as a major speaker at 

the Reunion dinner. Anita was interested to fly from Canberra to speak to us. 

There were several very important points that came out of Anita’s speech that 

the Chalkies group found most interesting (and reassuring!!) 

- The really big news is that, once again, the RAAEC is having a presence in 

Papua New Guinea. Two officers will be posted there in the near future 

to work with the PNGDF to raise educational standards in the PIR. 

- Despite foreboding rumours that had been circulating, there are no 

plans by the Australian Army to ‘save’ money and disband the RAAEC. In 

fact, Anita has said there is likely to be an increase in the number of 

personnel. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DR DARRYL DYMOCK 

Once again, Darryl spoke eloquently about his thoughts on the process of 

putting together his book, ‘THE CHALKIES: EDUCATING AN ARMY FOR 

INDEPENDENCE’. This was an important speech and I have decided to include it 

as part of this newsletter. I hope you enjoy the read. 

Edited version of a talk given at Chalkies Reunion Melbourne 27 October 2017 

Darryl Dymock 

Author of The Chalkies: Educating an Army for independence 

 

Many of you will find this hard to believe, but my eldest grandson recently turned 20. When I was 

writing in his birthday card, I couldn’t resist adding: ‘Forgive your grandfather’s reminiscences, but 

when I was your age, the Government was calling up 20-year-olds and putting them in the Army for 

two years …’  

Before I talk about the book: Most Chalkies will know that our colleague Terry Edwinsmith has made 

it his recent life’s work to track down every PNG Chalkie that ever lived and add them to his 



 

8 
 

database. And if he can’t find the real thing, he’ll co-opt a few diggers who happened to be in PNG at 

the same time. The full list is at the back of the Chalkies book. 

But I know that over these past few years, Terry has been desperate to find a Chalkie who hailed 

from Tasmania – he’s found them in every other State and Territory, but a Tasmanian Chalkie has 

seemed as elusive as the Tasmanian tiger.  

Well, Terry, despite our Queensland origins, my wife Cheryl and I are currently temporarily living in 

Tasmania, and if I come across a real, live Tasmanian Chalkie in the wild, I’ll make sure I hogtie him 

and send you a photo for the website. 

Thank you, Russell, for inviting me to speak. I’m conscious that the reason I’ve been invited is 

because I’ve written a book that tells the stories of many of you here tonight. And if you didn’t 

contribute directly to the book, I hope you’ve found in its pages at least some hint of your own story 

there. 

Because that need to tell as many Chalkies’ stories as possible was the reason the book got written 

in the first place. The importance of telling those stories was brought home to me early on, when I 

drafted a paper to present at an Adult Education conference in England. (This was before I’d done 

the survey and had even thought of writing a book.) 

I emailed the draft of the paper to the small bunch of Queenslanders whom I’d asked to give me 

feedback – Terry Edwinsmith, Ian Ogston, Greg Ivey, Norm Hunter and Greg Farr. Before I knew it, 

that dervish of the database, Terry Edwinsmith, had whipped my paper out on the Internet, and 

when I turned up at a reunion lunch a few days later, everyone had an opinion to express. Talk about 

democracy! 

But one of those at the lunch, Frank Cordingley, said something that gave me pause.  

Frank, you will remember, has been brilliant in maintaining the Nashos website, and he said to me in 

his very gentle way: ‘They’re some Chalkies’ stories, but they’re not my story.’ 

I was surprised. ‘But Frank, didn’t you do this and this and this?’ He shook his head. 

I realised that what I’d done was generalise from my own experience of what Nasho had been like 

for Chalkies; and what I soon discovered, of course, was that it was a different experience for every 

one of us. I repaid Frank – or perhaps got even with him – by making him the central figure in the 

opening paragraphs of Chapter One of the book (with his agreement, I hasten to add). 
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Nevertheless, despite realising that each of our experiences was different, when I received the 73 

responses to the survey – again kindly sent out through Terry’s expanding database, I realised that 

there were also lots of experiences and opinions on which there was much agreement. 

I won’t go into detail, but we were generally united on: 

 Selective National Service – even those who agreed with NS were opposed to the lottery 

system. 

 Corporals at recruit training – there were numerous recollections, both serious and 

humorous, about the unthinking bloody-mindedness of many of the NCOs who trained us. 

 Selection for Army Education – a number of Chalkies think they know why they were 

selected, but most have no idea, and the criteria (qualifications, teaching experience, 

sporting prowess?) were never clear. 

 Brick wall of humidity at Moresby – one interesting fact is that in the second half of the 

1960s, very few Chalkies had been on a plane before; many mentioned the blanket of 

humidity that greeted them at Moresby airport on arrival. 

 Devising own curriculum and materials – it’s clear that the Chalkies were hands-on with 

developing materials, even if we had a curriculum outline, which seemed to be in short 

supply, according to many Chalkies. 

 Patrols – those who went on patrols with PIR generally rated it the highlight of their time in 

PNG 

 Overall reflection on the experience – as one Chalkie said: ‘We are at a reflective time in our 

lives’, and many of you took the opportunity to provide thoughtful reflections on your time 

in Nasho and in PNG. 

Did I get the Chalkies story completely right? Of course not – despite the common experiences that 

bind us, there are too many different stories, and occasionally I got facts wrong. No doubt some of 

you read bits of the book and shook your heads and said: it wasn’t quite like that. I know that Greg 

Ivey compiled a list of errors when the book first came out 12 months ago. I’ve been avoiding him 

ever since. 

Nevertheless, I’ve been encouraged by the number of positive responses to the book, especially for 

the way it brought back personal memories and also set our story in its political and military context. 

I’d like to finish by referring to the quote from a novel by Robert Louis Stevenson which appears at 

the front of the Chalkies book: 
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To those who have neither art nor science, the world is a mere arrangement of colours, or a 

rough footway where they may very well break their shins. 

We Chalkies brought to the Army, to National Service, learning that most other Nashos didn’t have. 

On looking back it’s clear that we did have a special role. We brought both art and science, in the 

broadest sense of the terms, although we didn’t always realise at the time the contribution we were 

making. 

There’s a quote in the book from Major A. W. John, Director of Army Education 1952-55: 

Not everyone believes in the need or even the desirability of a distinct Educational Corps in the 

Army. Its existence is, in some ways, an act of faith. Membership of such a Corps implies not 

only professional competence and personal integrity, but a faith in ends which are not 

altogether demonstrable and tangible. 

The Chalkies is really a collation of reflections 50 or so years after the event which attempt to explain 

to ourselves and our families just how our experience of Nasho and PNG fits into the pattern of our 

lives, and show that it was more than ‘a mere arrangement of colours’. I believe it is more than a 

mere arrangement of colours for the Army too, although, as Major John noted, the depth of the 

RAAEC’s contribution is not always recognised.  

I am grateful to the many Chalkies who willingly shared their personal thoughts, and I think we can 

all be thankful – Chalkie, non-Chalkie and partners alike – for having been able to negotiate the 

footway of life up to this point, without breaking our shins. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OTHER OUTCOMES FROM THE REUNION 

I mentioned in my reunion dinner speech that, although we had done a good 

job in telling the Chalkie story, we still had very little in the way of a video 

record of the time we spent in PNG. Later in the evening I was approached by 

John Meyer who told me that he was aware of a video of a civic action patrol 

out of Murray Barracks that had some footage of Chalkies going about doing 

their job in 1971. 

I was able to call in at the AWM on my way back from the Reunion to check 

this out. A very helpful staff member was able to give me the information that I 
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needed and the video was sent to me. It is a very short video and only a small 

part of it shows Chalkies in action teaching while on this patrol.  

Given the lack of other footage, this has considerable value and I am now 

checking how to make it available to the group as a whole. 
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As well as this, Dr Andrew Remenyi has contacted me with an excellent 

account of an event that took place at Igam Barracks where he was posted. 

This well-written piece will be in the next Newsletter. Thank you, Andrew. 

This further illustrates the point, which Darryl Dymock has made above, that 

ALL of our stories from PNG have not been told. There are many more and 

they are important to have on record either through this Newsletter or on our 

website (www.nashospng.com) managed brilliantly by Frank Cordingley. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BOOK RECOMMENDATION 

I have begun reading Tristan Moss’s new book, ’Guarding the Periphery: The 

Australian Army in Papua New Guinea 1951-75’ and it is to be highly 

recommended to all Chalkies. 

It would have been beneficial to have known even part of this history before 

we ventured into the world of the PIR and Papua New Guinea! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FINAL WORD 

Best Wishes to all for the year. Another Newsletter is not far off. 

For this edition of the Newsletter, special thanks need to go to Boyd Robertson 

for his quality photography and to Terry Edwinsmith for his diligence in posting 

information on our Facebook page. 

 

Ian Ogston and Greg Ivey 

  

 

 

 

http://www.nashospng.com/

