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CHALKIES RETURN TO 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
VISIT TO MOEM BARRACKS – 2RPIR – A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE! 

During a cruise to PNG in February this year (2017), three former PNG 

Education Corps ‘Chalkies’ and their partners obtained an invite to visit 2RPIR 

at Moem, initially thanks to Terry Edwinsmith’s contacts. After arranging our 

own local transport  (an adventure in itself) to the Barracks, we were very well 

received by Lt Col Yapu and staff.  (Sgt) Peter Suna had spent his time in PNG at 

2PIR  in 1966-67 .  The PNG soldiers were interested to see photos of and 

discuss life in Wewak pre-Independence and then an Army 4x4, driver and a 

Corporal as guide were put at our disposal to visit the site of the old Barracks 

and also tour the new area. 
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The quality of the officers and soldiers we met was impressive starting with the 

quietly understated leadership style of Lt Col Yapu.  This mirrored the push in 

place to only accept recruits with year 12 education and to gradually lower the 

overall average age of the armed forces.  As in Taurama Barracks,  it was 

evident that more funds need to be available for building maintenance and 

road infrastructure, however we all came away with a very positive outlook for 

2RPIR and the soldiers making it tick. 

A special thanks goes to Lt Colonel Yapu for his hospitality.  Especially for the  

National Servicemen who spent their time as Instructors in Education Corps in 

PNG,  I would like to mention the positive response received from Lt Col Yapu 

following our return to Australia.  

 

Kev Horton  

 

 

 

 

    

Lt Col Raphael Yapu, Peter Suna, Kev Horton,     Army driver and guide gave us a great tour 

Terry Edwinsmith at 2RPIR HQ                         of the old and new barracks areas. 

              

Pete  Suna near the original barracks position.  2RPIR Sergeants’ Mess 
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Buildings are the late 1960s style.                 OR’s Married Quarters were well kept. 

 

 

 

Peter Suna with Battalion HQ staff (Photo Peter Suna) 
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4 

 

TERRY DOES IT AGAIN!! 

Terry Edwinsmith’s relentless promotion of the Chalkie book has yet again 

borne fruit. The clipping below, from Senior News (March 2017) reports on the 

Chalkie/Nashos reunion in Perth last October. Not sure about the ‘khaki’ bit 

but the rest is pretty good. 

The picture shows Graeme Johnson, Terry Edwinsmith, John Stringfellow and 

Greg Ivey doing the hard yards in Fremantle.

________________________________________________________________ 
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BOOK REVIEW IN ‘REVEILLE’ 

Ron Inglis has made us aware of a review of Darryl Dymock’s book, ‘CHALKIES: 

EDUCATING AN ARMY FOR INDEPENDENCE’ in the NSW RSL magazine, 

‘REVEILLE’. This is not only good publicity for Darryl’s book but also important 

in telling the Chalkie story to the wider community. For those that have not 

seen the review, we have included it below. 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

MAX QUANCHI ADDRESS 

Max is an academic specialising in the history of the South West Pacific region. 

He was also one of the first group of Army Chalkies to go to Wewak in 1966. 

Max will speak about his Nasho experience in TPNG and his Talk will be part of 

the Toowong Library’s ‘Island Memories’ Seminars. 
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The details are as follows: 

Place:   

Toowong Public Library (Brisbane), Level 3, Toowong Village Building 

Date and Time: 

Friday 7 April at 9 am for a 9.30 start. 

 

All are welcome and it will certainly be a most entertaining account of Max’s 

time in PNG and well worth coming to the Toowong Library. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Editors: Ian Ogston (ozoggies2@gmail.com) 

               Greg Ivey (iveygj@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

 


