
 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

3/2016 
NEWSLETTER OF THE MEMBERS OF THE RAAEC WHO SERVED IN 

PNG FROM 1966 TO 1973 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello All, 

The last few months have been among the most remarkable in the Chalkie 

story. Not only has there been the publication of Darryl Dymock’s book on the 

Chalkies but also there has been the Chalkie Reunion in the West. In this 

Newsletter, we will be reporting on each of these events for the information of 

all who were not able to attend. 

As well, we will bring you some information about other matters that may be 

of interest to our Chalkie group. 

A further feeler I would like to put out there relates to the completeness of the 

Chalkie story. Since 2003 when things started off, we have done a pretty good 

job of telling the story and getting it into the places that are important. One 

area though is lacking. We really need some kind of video record of the Chalkie 

story. We have skirted around this a few times in the past but nothing has 

come of it. We happen to know there are Chalkies who made Super 8 films of 
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their time in PNG. We have some footage kindly donated to the Chalkie group 

by Norm Hunter but we need more. 

Initially, if there is anybody who would be prepared to make any of their film 

available, please let me know at ozoggies2@gmail.com 

 We will start discussions on the next step from there. 

Ian and Greg 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PERTH REUNION 

 GREG IVEY’S REPORT ON THE WA REUNION 

 Thanks to the team of Graeme Johnson, Bob Mason, Greg Leahy and Laurie 

Bowman for organising over three days of social activities for the latest 

national reunion. Nashos and their partners enjoyed the best locations in the 

Perth-Freo district in fine, cool weather. 

The 15 WA Nashos were matched by the 15 from interstate with, again, the 

boys from Moem being prominent. The night functions also benefitted from a 

few Perth Nashos from other Corps in PNG. 

Congratulations to the WA members and their partners for turning out in such 

force to welcome and host the travellers from the far East. The informal tone 

and generous hosts made it a memorable and very pleasurable event. Thanks 

to everyone for making it such a success.  

 

Reunion pictures from the Cottesloe Beach Club are set out 

on the next page. 

mailto:ozoggies2@gmail.com
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One of the major organisers of the Reunion, Graeme Johnson 

 

Graham Leader, John Moore, Terry Edwinsmith and Kev Horton 

 

Darryl Dymock and Barry Arnold 
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TERRY EDWINSMITH’S REPORT ON THE WA REUNION 

The introductory message to visiting Chalkies, found in the well-stocked show 

bag set the tone for an excellent Reunion. It read, ‘WELCOME TO PERTH FOR 

THIS GET-TOGETHER OF PNG NASHOS! THANKS FOR COMING FROM FAR AND 

WIDE FOR THIS GATHERING AND WE HOPE YOU ENJOY RENEWING OLD 

AQUAINTANCES AND MAKING NEW ONES’. These warm words of welcome 

from the WA organising committee were very well-received by the 33 local and 

25 interstate visitors to the 4-day Perth reunion. 

On Thursday afternoon (27th October), an afternoon meet and greet was held 

at the Beach Club in Cottesloe. It was a wonderful time of interaction and 

bonding. As well, The Moem 50th Anniversary Reunion T-shirts were revealed 

to the public.  

Friday 28th saw us assembling in Fremantle at the Victoria Quay for a river 

cruise on the Swan River and this was followed by lunch at Anzac House in the 

CBD of Perth. In the evening, Darryl Dymock spoke to us on his recently 

released book, ‘The Chalkies”. 

Saturday began at the Maritime Museum Cafe and then on to sight-seeing 

around Fremantle and Perth. 

A farewell breakfast was held on the Sunday at the Left Bank Bar and Cafe in 

East Fremantle and this was very well attended. It was an excellent conclusion 

to a fine program. 

To Graeme Johnson, Bob Mason, Laurie Bowman, Greg Leahy and their 

spouses, the program organisers, I say ‘Thank you’ for a job very well done. 

Your attention to detail was magnificent. For me, it has been a highlight of this 

year. 
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Kev Horton, Kevin Smith, Lindy Horton, Frank Cordingley. 

 
Above: Greg Leahy, Graeme Johnson and Catriona Arnold 

 

Terry Edwinsmith and Greg Ivey at the Mosman Park Golf Club 
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Darryl Dymock’s book talk 

 

Drinks at the Sail and Anchor, Fremantle 

 

Sue Screen, Cheryl Johnson, Ali Duff and Christine Ivey at Mosman Park G.C. 
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BOOK LAUNCH OF ‘THE CHALKIES’ 

Darryl Dymock’s book, ‘The Chalkies’ was launched at a function at the Avid 

Reader Bookstore in West End, Brisbane on 8 October. A large crowd of about 

seventy attended the launch by the Head of the RAAEC, Colonel Katrina 

Schildberger. 

Katrina’s address to the gathering was excellent. We were especially delighted 

to meet with her and catch up with the present work of the Corps. Katrina flew 

up from Sydney especially for the launch. 

Some photos from the afternoon are set out below.

 

Colonel Schildberger addresses the gathering at the Avid Reader Bookstore 

 

Ian Ogston, Colonel Schildberger and Darryl Dymock at the launch. 
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Terry Edwinsmith, Darryl Dymock and Frank Cordingley entertain Colonel  

Schildberger before the book launch. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Chalkies living in the Brisbane area or visiting Brisbane may like to check out 

the following: 

1. PNGVR MUSEUM: 

This museum is located at 907 Boundary Road, Wacol and tells the story of the 

New Guinea Volunteer Rifles and the Papua New Guinea Volunteer Rifles 

which were the citizen military forces in PNG during World War 2 and after. 

Contact: www.pngvr.weebly.com 

2. ARMY MUSEUM SOUTH QUEENSLAND: 

This museum, located in the centre of Brisbane tells the military history of the 

Brisbane area. It is located at Victoria Barracks, Petrie Terrace. Recent 

communications with this museum indicates that they need volunteers to act 

as guides when the museum is open.  

Contact: stan.albert@defence.gov.au 

http://www.pngvr.weebly.com/
mailto:stan.albert@defence.gov.au
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3. Papua New Guinea Art Exhibition: 

The Queensland Art Gallery is currently running an exhibition of PNG art called, 

‘Number 1 Neighbour: Art in Papua New Guinea 1966-2016’ 

The details are set out in the advertisement below. 

 


