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Hello All, 

Greetings to you all for 2013. 

We trust your year is well-and-truly up and running and you are fit and well. 

Chalkie business has begun and we have, in this Newsletter, information 

that will be of interest to you. 

 

The informal organising committee has met and the outcomes of the 

discussions will be covered later in this document. Generally, the process 

has been about getting more precision in the structure and objectives of our 

group. 

 

As well, we would like to include a news item that appeared in the ‘Senior’ 

magazine this month as a result of the continuing efforts of Terry 

Edwinsmith. 

 

It is also time to conduct a review of how we are going regarding telling the 

detail of the Chalkies scheme and we will be putting together a small piece 

on this below. 

 

We hope you will enjoy reading the material that we have assembled in this 

Newsletter. 

 

 

 

Ian Ogston (ozoggies2@gmail.com) and Greg Ivey (iveygj@gmail.com).  

(Editors) 

 



 

 

 

CHALKIES IN THE NEWS 
The continuing remarkable efforts of Terry Edwinsmith have led to an 

article with a picture being included in the latest edition of the ‘Senior 

News’. For those of you who may not have read this, I have included the 

article below. 

 
 

 

TERRY IS COMING TO MELBOURNE 
Terry Edwinsmith is coming to Melbourne and is meeting up with quite a 

number of Victorian Chalkies. The meeting for lunch (12 noon) will be at 

the Woolshed Pub, Docklands, on Saturday 16th March. Terry’s email 

address is tedwinsmith@yahoo.com.au. This  promises to be a most pleasant 

Chalkie get together.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALKIES ORGANISING GROUP 
The loose organisation that we call the Chalkies Group or the Chalkies 

Network is comprised of a small and informal group who see considerable 

value in the whole Chalkie concept and also, really enjoy meeting together 

socially. This October, we celebrate 10 years of the existence of our group 

(no, we cannot believe it, either!). 

Because of the increasing numbers of contacts we have made with PNG 

Chalkies (and a variety of other factors), we have sought to define more 

precisely what we are trying to do and the mechanisms by which we can 

achieve these things. 

 

To this end, we discussed objectives and roles to make it clear where we are 

headed. 

We see our group as having three major objectives and these are: 

- to tell the Chalkie story as widely as possible 

- nurture camaraderie between all members of the group 

- attempt to contact all Chalkies who served in TPNG and other 

interested persons 

 

To achieve these, we have the following roles in our group at present: 

Coordinator: Terry Edwinsmith 

Web Manager: Frank Cordingley 

Publishing: Ian Ogston and Greg Ivey 

Membership: Terry Edwinsmith and Greg Ivey 

Reunion and other Social Activities: Ian Ogston and Terry Edwinsmith. 

 

Quite a few other group members have contributed significantly in each of 

these areas of responsibility in the past and have indicated their willingness 

to continue in this work. We appreciate greatly this great spirit of 

camaraderie and is a major reason so much has been achieved. 

 

We believe that it is important that everybody in the wider network knows 

what is happening here and if you have something you need to contact us 

about, you know the best person to deal with it. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOME THOUGHTS ON TELLING THE 

CHALKIE STORY 
 

We have always set this as a major goal of the Chalkies Group. The need for 

it existed because of the almost complete lack of awareness of this scheme 

among people who should have known about it. I refer here to such bodies 

as the Australian War Memorial, the National Servicemen’s Association and 

(believe it or not) the Royal Australian Army Educational Corps.  

 

We have made considerable progress toward achieving this objective but I 

thought it was time to conduct a survey of how we are going at this point. 

To this end, I took the website, which is our most important information and 

communication tool, and did a review of the articles that have appeared 

here. 

These are the results: 

 

COVERAGE OF EXPERIENCES IN EACH OF THE BASES; 

Goldie - 5 articles 

Murray - 7  

Taurama - 9 

Igam - 1 

Moem - 5 

 

COVERAGE BY TIME OF ARRIVAL IN PNG: 

1966 - 0 

1967 - 5 

1968 - 2 

1969 - 5 

1970 - 8 

1971 - 2 

1972 - 0 

 

My first impression is that this output is rather thin and we really should be 



 

 

doing a lot more. 

My second is, well done Taurama, Murray and the 1970 group!!!! 

 

So ……..  I think it is time a lot more of us put pen to paper (or fingers to 

keyboards) and produced at least one piece each about the truly remarkable 

experience that we had in PNG. My interest particularly is on the minutiae 

of the experience e.g. mess life, teaching experiences, social life and getting 

on with the army machine. 

What you may think is not important has to be of great interest to historians 

who are certainly showing interest in what we did for PNG. 

Also, I am sure there would be members of your family who would 

appreciate knowing a little about the big experience that was so influential 

in your life. 

Feel free to be creative. We are happy to have stories, general accounts, 

poetry or art work. 

The best advice to you on how to write this is ……. SIMPLY START 

PUTTING YOUR THOUGHTS DOWN ON PAPER. Once it is down, 

the wonders of the word processor will sort out the finicky details. 

 

Once this is done, send it to me or Greg, and we will publish it ether in Armi 

Wantoks Journal or on the website. (Note that all of these writings are being 

kept by the State Library and a significant number is in the National Library 

in Canberra). 

 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 



 

 

 
 

Has anybody kept a symbol of a base like this for Murray, Taurama, Igam or 

Moem? Can you let us have it for use in our publications? 

Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

Editors; Ian Ogston and Greg Ivey 

 

 

  

  


